
Community Climate Advisory Committee
Tuesday, July 27, 2021

3:00-5:00 p.m.

The Community Climate Advisory Committee met in person with virtual accommodations.
Present: [Eric Holthaus of the city, Kristine Sorensen, Jean Wiedenheft, Dennis Rigby, Ana
McClain, Mugisha Bwenge, Rachel Maker, Megan Crawford] all present in person. Present
virtually [Sylvia Brueckert of the city, Abby Finis and Kris Acuña of Great Plains Institute, Mark
Weldon, Jason Snell, Carter Oswood, Kelzye Bedwell].
_____________________________________________________________

AGENDA

This meeting was held in person and on-line.

Introduction and Agenda Overview Abby Finis of the Great Plains Institute kicked off the
meeting with introductions. Abby Finis of the Great Plains Institute gave an overview of the
agenda and a progress update on the stages of the climate action plan. Hoping to have a draft
by August 24th for feedback from the committee

Feedback on Open House and CCAP Partnerships. Eric shared that there will be an open
house on the plan on September 21st from 3-5 PM (final location TBA, either in the downtown
library or City Services Center). He encouraged the advisory committee and public to attend.
Eric reviewed what it would mean to be a CCAP Partner, which would ask organizations to:

■ Identify as a CCAP partner by sharing an existing sustainability plan
■ And/or identify yourself as a partner by committing to CCAP generally
■ Identify point of contact for future engagement

Eric asked the committee for feedback and if their organizations would be interested. Several
members shared they would be interested.

Review Reorganization, Initiatives and Actions. Abby Finis led the committee through an
outline of the Community Climate Action Plan. Abby and Eric explained the updates that were
made based on feedback. The new structure starts with a goal from the City Climate Resolution,
with the 2050 Vision and objectives for that goal, the existing conditions, co-benefits, public



input related to that objective. The next section includes actions related to each objective with all
the relevant information for that action. Abby provided an example of the new structure looking
at an objective in the Carbon Free Community goal area.

Committee members were asked to provide feedback on plan structure and metrics (impact,
people, planet, prosperity); comments were captured on-screen.

● Jason noted science is suggesting the Earth is getting hotter faster and is wondering if
we can adjust the language to recognize that the heat is rising faster than initially
thought 3-4 years ago.

○ This was seconded by Carter, and Mark wants to make sure we note the science
of increasing heat. Eric points to a new IPCC report coming out in August, and
notes that we are acting on the current resolution, but can note the new IPCC
report to set the stage.

● There was general approval with the structure, some concern about the quantity of
actions.

Committee members were asked to respond to polls via Mentimeter, an interactive polling
software to provide feedback on various support actions. There was discussion around being
intentional on sustainable development policies and the culture around walkable neighborhoods
in CR. Feedback on making sure renewable energy deployment doesn’t just benefit
high-income people even more. There are several discussions on whether EVs can be equitable
today, how ride-sharing can be more inclusive, shared-mobility and alternative routes, carbon
capture, and industry roles.

Next Steps and Close. Eric Holthaus closed out the meeting and reminded folks the next
meeting is August 10th from 3-4:00 PM, which will continue the discussion, focusing on
resilience action.

The meeting was adjourned at 5:00 PM CST.


